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HISTORY OF KNOX COUNTY, OHIO.

We give due thanks to SaMUEL FARQUHAR, now Auditor of the County, for his kind assistance in getting the valuable information which we give very

briefly below.

The first organization of the county .of K,-"ino’x'wiisfil,‘x Februal-'_{y';

1808, when it was by enactment of the Legislature organized into’

a geparate and distinct county-—honored with the name of Gene.

ral Henry Kuox, a distinguished officer of the  Revolufionary’
army, who was subsequently Secretarylpf War:in General Wash- -

ington’s-administration..

. The first white' man known to have viewed this sechonof\'
country was John Stilley, who, when a captive among the Indians, "

traverséd the White Worman and Owl Qreek from.jts mouth,in 8

torthwesterly direction, as early, as June; 1779, nine years before
the name of Ohio was given. to the territory, and when the siv-"

ages and wild beasts roamed at will throughout its ‘vast ektent.

- _The first-election that ever-wag heldin’ Knox County, Ohia,
was on the 4th-day of April, 1808 ; the entire people of the cownty ,
voted at Mount Vernon. The officers of ‘the eléction were Ebe- .

nezer Brown, Jabez Beors, and, Samuel Kratzer, Judge; William

Gass and Robért Auflerson, Clerks. They were Trom the most-

remote points, as well a3 from the Vicwity-of Mount; Veraga,
_The election of the first officers in a new county brfings,t)n_ileyegy_-
‘body ; they elected them by the following votes: John Lewis, for

Commissioner, veceived 88 votes, Jony -Haryod 52, and-Josebh' :

- Walker 48, Silas Brown was elected the first Sheriff; Jonathan
Craig, for_Coroner, had 45, and Francis Hardesty 1. Then for
trustees—for be it remembered the whole county composed the
district—George Downs had 41 votes, Henry Roberts 36, and
Joseph Coleman, 36. . The vote for Overseer of the Poor wds—
Moses. Craig 22; James Walker received 2 votes, Alexander

Walker 12. The candidates for Supervisor were Saml. Kratzer, .

who received , and Peter Baxter, 36. For Fence Viewers,
George Zin, Michael Click, and Jesse Severe were caundidates

For Iouse Appraisers, Archibald Gardner and James Craig each

received 12 votes. For Counstable, G. Wilkins 30, Philip Walker
21, Jonathan Hunt, Jr., 15, David Miller 3. For Treasurer, Ben
‘Butler had 12 votes, and James Walker, Jr.; 2.

The above gives the result of the first election in the county
of Knox, of which we can see the rapid increase in population
throughout all parts of the county.

In the first laying out of the townships of the county, those who
would ]ike\i:? know what these townships comprised, will find
that Wayne at that time embraced all of the present townships
of Franklin and Chester, in Morrow County, Middlebury and
Berlin, Wayne, and the north half of Morris,

.Clinton included Broomfield, now in Morrow County, Liberty,

and the north half of Pleasant, Monroe and Pike, and half of Clay. *

Morgan consisted of the west half of Clay, southwest quarter of
IIarrison, south half of Pleasant, and all of Morgan, Miller, Mil-
ford, and Iilliar. v

Union at that time took in Brown, Jefferson, Union, Howard,
"Butler, Jackson, and three.fourths of Harrison. .The above town-
ships composed the county as early as 1809,

The fisst settlers in this districs were from Virginia, Maryland,
New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, and its inhabitants at every pe-
ri?d of its history have been chiefly from the Middle States.

From our research into its early history, we are led to believe
that Andrew Craig was the-first white man who Jocated within
the present county limits, He was there at a very early day.
The first cabin-house that was built in the county, is supposed to
have been built-by Andrew Craig; this hut was located. by a little

Indian field, about a half mile east of where Mount Vernon City;
now stands, and at the point where Center Run empties into the
Kokosing River, and there lived when Mount Vernon was laid
out, in 1805. .There he was upon the organization of Knox
County, its oldest inhabitant, and there he continued until 1809.

Such a frontiersman could not rest easy when white men got
thick around him, so he left, and went further west to the Indian
village Greentown, and from thence migrated further out upon
the frontier, preferring red men for neighbors.

The principal towns worthy of note to the early settlers, were

Lancaster, Chillicothe, and Zanesville; all of these places at that
early day consisted of but a very few log huts, and at that time
were considered large plages. :

Ben. Butler, Peter Coyle, and Thomas Bell Peatterson, in the
spring of 1805, augmented the Walker settlement, where Mount
Vernonwas located.  Shortly thereafter William Douglass is joined
byJames Loveridge, who emigrated from Morris County, New Jer-
sey, and with his wife took quarters, on the 6th of July, upon
the clapboards in the garret of his little log cabin, and was very
thankful to obtain a shelter of that kind, to spend years in the

new country. Mr. Loveridge, shortly after arriving in Knox :

County, purchased a large tract of land in and about Morris
Township, on which he erected a dwelling, and has since resided.

In the winter of 1805-6 that settlement entered into a written
agreement to give nine bushels of corn for each wolf scalp that
might be taken, and three of the men caught forty-one wolves
in steel traps and pens. The description of the pens, and one of
the stories told of their operation, we give in the words of an old
settler. % Wolf pens were about six feet long, four wide, and
three feet high, formed like a huge square box of small logs, and
floored with puncheons; were very heavy, and moved by an axle
at one end, made of a small round stick; the trap was set by a
figure 4, with any kind of meat, except that of wolves’, the ani.
‘mals being fonder of any other than their own. On gnawing the
meat, the lid fell, and caught unamiable native.” ,

Mount Vernon—of late widely known as the Armstrong see-
tion. The family consisted of his wife and his sons; William now
lives at Pekin, Tllinois; Teaiah near Pilot Xnob, Missouri; Rich-
ard Roberts, of Berlin, and a daughter Massah, who married Dr.
Timothy Burr, and died at Clinton, March 9, 1814, Nine acres
of the beautiful prairie were at once broken up, and planted in
corn, It was very hard work to break the virgin soil with a good
four-horse plow team at this early day; it was the finest crop of

ot

Wm. Y. Farquhar, a cousin of Ileliry Roberts, came with his '

amily; and after him came Wm. W. Farquhar, with his family.
They all stopped with Henry Roberts, and thus composed the!
first settlement of Friends in this district or county. Thence came,
Quakers in Wayne, Middlebury, and Berlin, which formed thei
second settlement, )

The First Settlement with the County Treasurer.

The first fiscal year of Knox County made the following show-.
ing, on settlement of the Treasurer with the Commissioners, and
from a full investigation of all the accounts and moneys paid into
his hands as Treasurer, that the said Treasurer has paid and ac-’
counted with us for the above twenty-three dollars seventy cents
and four mills. which is as follows ;—

DR.

Treasurer to amount of moneys due to the county . $906 60.4
CR.
By moneys paid and accounted for from June last
until this day, June 6, 1809 . $930 30.8
To order in your faver on settlement $23 704
B Balance . 906 60.4
930 30.8

is a balance due him on settlement as Treasurer of Knox County,
and the Treasurer is ordered to pay the same.

We now give the amount of taxes paid in the county of Knox.
Total taxes levied for all purposes in A.D, 1870, $167,741 42.

i The total value of all the personal and real .property of the '

county, in 1870, was $12,778,687. .
The. above will show the rapid increase in wealth from 1809
up to 1870, which will give the amount of taxes paid for all pur-
:poses in Knox County.
Henry Haines, the first Treasurer of Knox County, was one of
the finest men in the county. At its organization he had been
.a man of education and property, and was in easy circumstances.

He became deranged on the subject of religion, was an active and

leading member of the Disciples, or Christian denomination, at
that time called “ New Lights.” He officiated with James Smith
in the first Conference held in the county, of which David Young,
of Zanesville, was ? ‘esiding Elder.

Haines became a loud exhorter, and becoming deranged, got a
tin horn and rode around the town and country day and night,
notifying the people to prepare for judgment, as the world was
coming to an end. '

Beyond the recollection of the oldest inhabitants now living

« between Center Run and Owl Creek, of which much has been said
by old citizens, but very little is known. The exact time of its
occurrence is usually stated at about 1805; but, in fact, it must

: have occurred as early as 1800, if not before that.  Two slaves

) had run away from their masters. Tumlinson, who lived in Vir-

_ginia, had got into this part of the country, and had taken up

"with squaws, Their pursuers tracked them through to Zanes-

i ville, and up Owl Creek, and finally came upon them at Andy .

Oraig’s. One of the boys was a mulatto, and recognizing his mas-
- ter's son as he approached, with two other men, sprang to the
bank and into the-creek, pursued by the men, who overtook him
in the middle of the stream, and a deadly struggle took place, in
. which he killed his young master, but was then overpowered,
* taken to the hut, tied, and shortly after placed on the horse his

young master had ridden, and the company started for Virginia

with him. The second night after leaving Craig’s they built a
camp-fire, and left the mulatto tied by it when they went out for
game, On their return he was found to have been shot, but nei:
ther could say that he did it. The belief was that they bad be-
come tired of taking him along, and as hie was surely troublesome,
he was killed to get rid of him, and out of revenge for the loss
of Tumlinson. :

Ben Batler informs us that on his trip to Owl Creek, in 1801,
Andy Craig told him the particulars of this fight, and that in 1803,
when he made a trip out to the Sandusky Plains, he saw the negro

who escaped, and was then living with a squaw among the In-
dians, and talked with him about this affair.

Result of the first Court of Common Pleas in Knox County, in
February Term of 1808. William Hendrick was the first criminal
who was found guilty of felony. The sentence of the court, when,
where, by whom, and how executed. The judgment of castiga-
tion was executed upon the public square of Mount Vernon
shortly after the adjournment of court, in the presence of all the
people, Silas Brown being sheriff; and it fell to his lot as such to
serve the legal process upon the body of William Hendricks.
There was a small leaning hickory tree on the east side of the
public square; to this selected spot the eulprit was taken, and his
hands were stretched up over his head and tied to the tree, and
the stripes were applied by the sheriff to his naked back, He
was struck forty times with a beavy raw-hide whip. Spectators
pleaded for'mercy for the poor fellow. Such wag the mode of pun-

' ishmeng,fl/n the early settlements of our conntry. .

We now give the time the Townships were first laid out, ac

they now exist. '

" MIDDLEBURY TOWNSHIP.

On the 8d of December, 1828, this Township was established,,

aud the first election was held at the house of Luther Bateman,
in April, 1824. Tt is now in the northwest corner of Knox
County, - The improvements of this Township are good; with
scores of improvements, the beauty of the country, and the intelli-
gence of its inhabitants, it ranks among the first in the county.

BERLIN TOWNSHIP.
This Township received its name from some of its earliest
settlers, having emigrated from Berlin, Connecticut, It was
organized as a Township, March 9th, 1825, Stephen Cole pro-

corn that was-ever raised in the county at that time. Inthe fall,;  posed the name.

within our border, a tragedy was enacted on the point of a bluff .

BROWN TOWNSHIP.

This Township was laid out March 9th, 1825, and attached to
Jefferson until it should be ascertained that there were inhabitants
enough in Brown to have it organized. March 6th, 1826, order
was made by the commissioners that Brown Township be here-
after considered a separate and distinet Township, and the election

. be held at the house of Josiah Ewing.

JEFFERSON TOWNSHIP.

This Township, bearing the honored name of President Jeffor-
gon, was, at the March term of the commissioners, declared a
distinet Township. = An election was then ordered for Township
officers at the election of the first Monday of April, 1829, at the
house of Andrew Lockard.

MONROE TOWNSHIP.

This Township was erected March 9th, 1825, and favored with
the name of President Monroe. The surface of the country is

" broken; itis well watered with fine springs throughout its entire

border.
' PIKE TOWNSHIP.

This Township was established June 7th, 1819, and derived
it name from General Pike. The first election was held the 26th

. of June, at the house of Michael Harter. David Long, an old

Order that Henry Haines be allowed the sum of $23 70.4, which ! information, settled in Pike Township in 1816, an 4 has remained

settler of Pike Township, to whom we feel indebted for the above

in that Township until the present day.

HOWARD TOWNSHIP.
In the general reorganization of March 9th, 1825, this Town-
ship was formed. The land is generally rolling and well watered
by springs and streams, and is good wheat land.

MORRIS TOWNSHIP.

On the 2d day of March, 1812, upon petition of several citizens,
this Township was laid off and an order issued for an election, to
be held at the house of Benjamin Bush, for Township officers.
A majority of the early settlers being natives of Morris County,
New Jersey, caused the name of Morris to be selected.

WAYNE TOWNSHIP.

One of the first Townships was named for the distinguished
brave General Wayne, more generally known by the sobriquet
‘«Mad Anthony.” It is now one of the most beautiful Townships
in the county of Knox. It is well watered, well timbered, healthy,
and possessed of uncommon attractions for a home. The last fow
years’ improvements have been going on rapidly in this Town-
ship, baving, as it has for its society, some of the most energetic
and persevering inhabitants of the county. ) “
Fredericktown, the principal mart of business for the farmers
. of the northwestern portion of Knox, was laid out in 1807 by
John Kerr, with its principal streets laid out as you will notice

by referring to the plot of the town. :

LIBERTY TOWNSHIP.

This Township, as at present bounded, was created March 9th,
1825, and, in a spirit of freedom, styled Liberty.

Mt. Liberty, in this Township, occupies an elevated position,
being situated upon the State road to the Capital, and in the
heart of a productive country on Dry Creek, and has been a place
of considerable business; the new railroad being now located
there, running from Cleveland to Columbus, will bring it into
notice and to its wanted activity, having location and facilities for
a thriving towa.

HILLIAR TOWNSHIP
Was laid off from Miller, upon petition of its citizens, August 28,
* 1818. It is the southwestern Township of the county. When
the Township was formed the settlers agreed to the name of Hil-
liar, in compliment to Dr. Richard Hilliar, who was then the
largest landholder residing in the limits. It now has a small
village named after the Township, together with the village of
Centerburg, its principal mart of business for this Township
hereafter, being located on the Cloveland and Columbus Rail-
road, now under rapid progress, which will bring it up to a level
with other portions of the county.

MILFORD TOWNSHIP.

This Township was created March 3d, 1828, out of territory
taken from Miller, The land is generally level, and soil fertile.

- Named in honor of New Milford, Connecticut; the settlers being
mostly all eastern people, the name was adopted. They were
industrious, temperate, and orderly citizens, and their families
have followed in their footsteps closely, as is customary in the
land of steady habits.

MILLER TOWNSHIP.

This Township seems to have sprung into existence like the
natural uprising of the sun, bringing fair prospects with it. One
thing we do know, and that is this, the Township whs named
after one of its earliest settlers, James Miller, Esq., a very worthy
gentleman, a native of Vermont. This Township, together with
that of Clay, has the facilities for making the best butter in the
county ; it is not to be wondered at that we meet so many of
G. B. Potwin's produce wagons trundling along with their heavy
burdens of this one commodity, from these southern Townships.

PLEASANT TOWNSHIP,

March 9th, 1825, this township was created, and named on
‘account of its delightful views, Its settlements have always been
retarded by large landholders. Having no village or centre,
Mt. Vernon is its principal trading point, although it is_ a healthy
locality.

MORGAN TOWNSHIP.

Tn the first division of the county one of the four Townships
was called Morgan, in honor of the brave native of New. Jersey,
Daniel Morgan, the distingnished General in our Revolutionary" -
War. This Township also has suffered in its settlements in




-consequence of its large landholders. |

"In getting the location of roads and streams we have had some
difficulty on account of finding no one to assist us, farmers being
so far.geparated; although we find this to be in improvements
and richness of soil to stand second in value and desirableness of

location to nore in the county. What a rich country it is in the
neighborhood of Jacob Bell and the Sperrys, with its large fields
“of waving grain that we saw while making surveys for this the
Knox. County Atlas;
CLAY TOWNSHIP.

On the 9th of March, 1825, this Township was laid out and
honored with the name of the great American commoner, Henry
Clay. The surface of the country is uneven ; the soil is however
very fertile, and is noted for fine springs and good butter.

JACKSON TOWNSHIP.

In honor of General Andrew Jackson, the. commissioners, on-
the 4th of September, 1815, erected this Township. It is watered
equal to-any other Township in the county, being watered by
the Wakatomika River. The ground is also rolling in this Town-
ship, but quite productive; also good butter to be found in this
Township, and in point of fact Kvox County is not to be excelled
in its good butter and butter makers. The only town or P, O,
in this Pownship is Bladensburg,

BUTLER TOWNSHIP. ’

This Township was laid out in March, 1825, and named after
Richard Butler, Major-General of the U.S, A. This is a very
healthy Township; the land. generally rongh and broken; the
population is smaller than in other Townships of the county;
the wild and picturesque scenery giving an air of romance to
much of the country.

HARRISON TOWNSHIP. . .
On the 9th of March, 1825, another Township was laid out and
named after General Wm. Henry Harrison. The descendants of

the early settlers of this Township are of the same old stamp,
vigorous and energetic, moving forward the car of improvement.

UNION TOWNSHIP.

This Township was laid out March 9th, 1825, Several of the
early settlers of this Township, whose names are familiar, still
live. Millwood and Danville are the two centres of this Town-
ship. The land of this Township is generally rolling and hilly.

COLLEGE TOWNSHIP.

This Township was organized on Dscember 21st, 1838, and so
named in conseguence of its being the seat of Kenyon College ;
and all the lands belonging to that institution, being one-fourth
of the Township of Pleasant, northeast corner, which has in its
limits the handsome little village of Gambier, with its prosperous
schools and colleges, making it one of the principal attractions
or interests of the county, With the high moral intelligence and
educational advantages it affords, its healthful locality, it should
be well patronized by all who desire a finished education.

RELIGION AND EDUCATION.

These two great civilizers have made rapid strides co-extensive
with the surface and growth of the country; but commensurate
with the needs of jts inhabitants churches and school-houses,
those lights of life so common throughout the realms of freedom,
deck hill, valley, grove, and town. Common schools have not
reached that state of perfection which the liberal and beneficent
system by which they exist inculeates.

The religious societies most noted in' point of numbers and in-
fluence are the Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, Congregational,
and the Christian Disciple. All are lending a power to influence
the morals and piety of the community.

CONCLUSION.
From a cloud the “size of a-man’s hand” this county hag risen,

’ in a half eentury, to occupy an elevated position as an integer of

the great commonwealth, From a few brave and hardy pioneers
the population has multiplied to thousands, with proportional
increase in Religion, Science, and General Intelligence, With
our fertile valleys, and hills rich in agricultural wealth, our un-
developed mineral resources, and the example of the past, what -
may we not, a loyal people, hope for in the fature?

"POPULATION OF KNOX COUNTY, OHIO. -

L We give diere, below, the official report of 1870, with the population and
statisties, a3 received and compared with the returns at Washington. By the
carrected veturns it is found that Knox County has not so largely decreased.
in population. as first reports indjcated. We copy from the revised ﬁgu{ves
i3 they are now published.

Population of Kunox County T £ U - 26,338
POPUIAtion of F860ecrsrrueurisserermrnrsnrrrssssssivnmseriornennisinienrs 21,124
Decrease in tew yeurs ...... . Crresraaree RO erernrenrienes recsonene 1,401
The population is reported as follows -
Native........ 25,088
Foreigners 1,245
White..... 26,144
. Coloreit........... . 189
Tge cities and villages have a population, as follows:— .
Mount Vernon (before annexation of the new corporation) yuu... 4,876
GAIMDIEL 1o v svesnas s s nsbeasesestens soreensssssmases fevess L ARL
" Brownsv 160
Greersville W3
Mount Holly 159
Millwood..... 122
Danviile ., ... 134
 FrerieRIOWIL . ov i ieseeeseninesagennsieeeeinns 690
The population of the townships is as follows:—
¢ 318
701
1017
Jefferson,.. 1,301
Brown..... . 1,242
.- Howard..., &0
Harrison .. 637
Clay....oo. 940
Morgan, 645
Pleasant &51
College 926
Manvo 1087,
Pik 1,301
Berlia 887
Morsis... 860
Clinton. (exclusive of Mt. Vernon)... 964
Milleru. e reerrivnesiinionnin 906
Milford.... 1,024
Tiberty 956
Wayne........ 1,658
“Mjddlebury 929
b £ H111ES TR 931

In.comparing the popxgntion with that of 1560.we find that cvery township,
except Clinton and Pleasant, !las lost in population. - Clinton has increa§ed
from 884.to 9<1, and Pleasant from 828 to 85L. - Mt. Yernon has increased
from 4145 in 1460, to 4876~ This comprises-the old territory; ‘we find by the-
addition of the new territory, the. pdpulation of Mt.‘('emon will be-about
501%. ' ‘ o

N TABLE OF DISTANCES
Amity -~ . . < '::: E ’gﬂ ‘ - FOR
Drwdon - | WA )R Exox Covxry, Omre.
Batemantown .| 11 143 8 3 Z 5
Bladensburg .| 14 12 22t | 1 z é g
Brownsville. . 63| 183 143! 17} A 2 3 3
Centerburg . .| 20} 10} 163! 22 | 283 & | & f'% P
.Danville . 6y 153 11y | 13! 6 | 25 | 8 3 E :
Fredericktown . 811 1 8L | 19 133 | 1431 15 = 5 d -é
-Grearsville . '} 10 | 27 ! 193| 163| 6}| 80 | 53| 18 | & = E/E !
| Hillias© . . .| 21 | 1:3° 16 | 28 | 263| 2 | 26 | 14}| 87 | |§ | 3 5 :
| Huot'sStation . | 11 | o3 15 | 93| 163| 123 14 | 11 | 19| 1 | 4| 5| \
Lock . . . .| 18 6 | 174 | 18k 24 6 | 22 | 143 21 | 8:| 8 | § E‘l 3 )
Mt. Liberty . 132| 8 | 123| 183 22 4 | 183 10 | 25 5y | 9 sl E 2 | & g
Millwood. . .| 73| 1231 18 8 91 | 23 33| 15 9 |24 |1t |10 | 10| § | H : 9|
MeTolly . .| 10 | 19 | 203 13 8y | 29 sl 18| 4 | 80 | 17 | 25 | 23| 6 | § | & % :gj
MiVernon . .| 83| 6 | 10 | 13 | 183 181 12 63| 163 | 14 | 5 | 103 | 83! 10| 15} | £ | a
Martinsburg. .| 13 8 | 20 4 | 18 | 173| 18 | 16} 18%, 19 | 74| 123} 15 93| 15} 10 | = zg & 5
North Liberty .| 5 | 138} o | 183| 7 | 2 98 8 | 11 | 22 | 143 20| 17 | 113 | 123 | 10% 18| 5 E {:5
' Pamyra . . .| Op| 53| 8 | 22 | 12 | 18}| 15p| 4f| 73| 18| 153 | 19 | 14 | 16} 18| 103 203 | 63| & | B |
owatertord .| 18b aey| 2| 2| 16 | wmp| 10 | sp| 20 | 17 | 16p| 8| 14 | 20| 28 | 12 |22 | w0 | ¢ |E |2
Gambier . . 63] 7 14 | sy| 12 | 124 o | 10 | 14y| wv | 5 | 123 10| 7 | 123) 4 7 | 11 | 14 | 16 | &
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Berlin Township Business Directory.

James McIntire...Dealer in Horses. . )
D. W. Greegor...Merchant and Exp! Agent, at Ankneytown
Henry E, Cole...Post Master st Shaler’s Mills,

Israel Hess & Co.., Dealers in Dry Goods and Grooceries,
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Brown Township Business Directory, | » i
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William Ross,..Bresder and Dealer in ali kinds of Stock.

James Mathews...Proprietor. of Grist Mill
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